THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD                           l8(j(

have seen and know of none entirely suited to
this presentation of human reproduction for high
school students, but there are several which could
be use$ most satisfactorily, if not ideally, and there
are quantities of supplementary films showing ani-
mal reproductive habits and family life. "Repro-
duction among Mammals/' an Erpi film, shows
animated drawings and stop motion in presenting
the story of the embryo for school use. The "hero"
in this case is not a human baby but a pig baby
and is carried through from the formation of the
original cell to baby pig complete. Says the cata-
log, "Visual Aid Service, University of Illinois,
1930-40." Lest the children are looking forward
to a human embryo, proper introduction should
be made and similarities and differences between
human and animal reproduction pointed out.

"The Birth of a Baby" film and the photographs
shown in "Life" magazine are familiar to many of
the older students. The defect and disadvantage
of this series of pictures as an educational project
lie in its failure to prepare for the climax of birth,
resulting in an intellectual and emotional un-
readiness. The audience sees obstetrical details of
prenatal care, doctor's office and delivery room,
but experiences none of the romance and adven-
ture of the transformation of a tiny speck of proto*